DOW SE
TOURING
Available for tour from
January 2021 onwards

“Kōkōrangi ki Kōkōwai is about
bringing celestial bodies into
the physical, documenting the
movement of the moon and stars
to find direction”
— NIKAU HINDIN

Description
Kōkōrangi ki Kōkōwai presents a significant body of work by
Nikau Hindin (Ngai Tūpoto, Te Rarawa, Ngāpuhi), showcasing her
knowledge and commitment to Toi Māori, specifically in aute and
documenting the movement of celestial bodies.
Barkcloth, known as siapo in Sāmoa, hiapo in Niue, kapa in Hawai’i, masi in Fiji, ngatu in
Tonga and aute in Aotearoa, is prevalent throughout Moana Oceania. Believed to be lost
in Aotearoa since the mid-nineteenth century, the aute plant was brought here along with
kūmara, taro and whau, and was worked into cloth for adornment, manu aute and to wrap
taonga. With a cooler climate and changes to available resources in the 1840s, the plant
and practice slowly receded from our shores. The lasting remnants of the practice found
through the presence of aute in te reo Māori and the intricately worked patu aute, found in
swamps throughout Aotearoa, are now held by various museums across the country.
Harvesting, stripping, beating and soaking the fibres into a cloth-like material, Hindin
inscribes the aute with patterns derived from tukutuku and tāniko, using kōkōwai
and ngārahu. Kōkōrangi ki Kōkōwai documents the artist’s journey in understanding
Maramataka and traditional celestial navigation practices, tracing and recording the
movements of stars and the moon across the sky. The works in this exhibition are as much
a documentation of Maramataka as they are a celebration of it, each star a tohu of a new
cycle with the moon signalling a new period of environmental change, bringing growth or
introspection as well as guiding harvesting and planting patterns.

About the Artist
Nikau Hindin completed her BA/BFA (Hons) at The University of Auckland. Hindin initially
learnt to make aute whilst on exchange in Hawai’i for her Masters. Through her practice,
Hindin continues to remember the art of aute making.
Hindin’s practice has been exhibited widely throughout Aotearoa New Zealand as well as
internationally, most recently at Hong Kong’s Para Site. Recent exhibitions include: Takiri: an
unfurling, New Zealand Maritime Museum Hui Te Ananui A Tongaroa, Tāmaki Makaurau
Auckland (October 2019–June 2020); Koloa: Women, Art and Technology, Artspace
Aotearoa (2020) and Para Site, Hong Kong (2019–2020); Release the Stars, Tim Melville
Gallery, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland (2020).

Target Audience
Kōkōrangi ki Kōkōwai will reach a broad and engaged audience including the general
public, students ranging from early childhood to tertiary level, whānau, as well as Māoriled organisations and community groups. Nikau’s practice and use of aute, kōkōwai and
ngārahu will appeal to those interested in contemporary mahi toi, while her exploration
into maramataka will appeal to those curious about celestial navigation and methodologies
of decolonisation.

Public Programmes Options
•

Artist talk
Kōkōrangi ki Kōkōwai can be complemented by hosting an artist talk by Nikau Hindin,
her eloquence and passion help to bring a deeper understanding of her work.
Hear Nikau speak about her work at The Dowse here.

•

Maramataka & star compass workshop
Nikau Hindin will work with Hinerapa Rupuha (Ngāti Kahungunu, Te Whānau a Apanui)
and local navigators in a workshop exploring the relationship between the star compass
(used for celestial navigation) and the Maramataka (the Māori lunar calendar).
Try your hand at constructing and reading the star compass, a framework for finding
direction using the stars, ocean swells and currents.
Hear from Hinerapa about constructing and reading the star compass, a framework
for finding direction using the stars, ocean swells and currents here.

Education
“Our tamariki loved creating star maps and
exploring the galleries together. They discovered the
maramataka and what tohu they could look for in
our environment to guide them. Using kōkōwai and
discovering new processes Nikau Hindin: Kōkōrangi
ki Kōkōwai is full of rich learning opportunities for
learners of all ages. “
— CAT BENNETT
LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT MANAGER

Media
Kōkōrangi ki Kōkōwai was well received in local and national media outlets, particularly
focussing on Nikau Hindin’s journey in understanding Maramataka (the Māori lunar
calendar) and the revival of traditional aute practices.
Watch her interview on Te Karere TVNZ before the opening of her exhibition at The Dowse.

Tour Information
•

Exhibited at The Dowse 20 June – 4 October 2020

•

Available for tour from January 2021

•

Gallery size required is approximately 40 running meters

•

Size for Freight TBC

Content
•

17 x aute wall pieces

•

2 x large canvas wall pieces

•

2 x long hanging aute

•

17 x protective acrylic sheets and accompanying fixings

•

Reusable extended wall labels and text panels

•

Tour manual, installation instructions, condition reports, etc.

•

Education kit

•

Media kit

Costs
•

$1500 touring fee

•

$750 gross artist fee

•

Onwards freight

•

Travel, accommodation and per diems for Nikau to help with
installation and any related public programmes (negotiable with artist).

•

Travel and accommodation for assistants in public programs
(negotiable with artist).

Contact
Gerda Nana
Exhibitions and Projects Manager
Gerda.Nana@huttcity.govt.nz
04 560 1471

Mural
(Additional Option)
When exhibited at The Dowse, Kōkōrangi ki Kōkōwai featured a wall mural hand painted
by Nikau. This mural is an addition to the touring package as it is dependant on Nikau’s
availability and the wall size. This mural takes Nikau approximately 3 days to paint, and
requires a technician to assist in the process.
Using Nikau’s distinctive mark making style, this mural is a large scale interpretation of
Nikau’s celestial exploration.
This mural requires a wall of approximately 5.5 – 6 meters long.
The additional option of the mural can be negotiated with the artist directly.

